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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Tyldesley. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Tyldesley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Tenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Tyldesley  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1937. 

The  chief  matters  of  note  are 

(a)  The  continued  slight  decrease  in  the  population  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Registrar- General’s  return  from  18,850  mid 
year  1936,  to  18,740  mid-year,  1937. 

(b)  The  death  rate  has  slighly  increased  in  comparison  to 
1936,  and  there  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  children 
as  was  also  the  case  last  year. 

(c)  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  stillbirths. 
The  birth  rate  continues  to  decrease. 

(d)  The  economic  conditions  of  the  inhabitants  have 
considerably  improved  during  the  year. 

(e)  There  was  a  great  improvement  in  the  number  of 
notifiable  infeclious  cases  especially  in  Scarlet  fever  and 
Diphtheria,  the  contiguous  authorities  have  shown  a 
marked  increase  in  the  number  of  these  cases  especially 
Diphtheria. 

Additional  clerical  assistance  is  still  required  in  the  Health 
Visitor’s  Section. 

Recommendations  of  the  Department  have  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  Committee,  and  in  many  cases  approved. 

The  collaboration  of  the  officials  of  other  departments, 
especially  the  Surveyor’s  has  been  of  great  assistance,  and  has 
facilitated  the  work  of  this  department, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  FLiTCROFT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June  1938. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer  : 

T.  E.  FLITCROFT,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H  ,  Etc. 


Consulting  Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist  : 
W.  E.  COOKE,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


A  nte-N atal  Consultant : 

C.  P.  BRENTNALL,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.C.O.G., 
Assistant  Physician,  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester. 
Examiner,  Central  Mid  wives’  Board. 


Sanitary  Inspector ,  Peti  oleum  Inspector  : 

G.  YATES,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R,San.  I. 

Cert.  Meat  inspector  by — Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

— Liverpool  University. 


Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  L.  KAY,  M.S.i.A.  (to  March,  1937) 

to  accept  permanent  appointment 

K.  HILTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant  from  April,  1937 

V ctennary  Officer  : 

J.  HOLT,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Health  Visitor ,  Infant  Life  Piotection  Visitor  : 

MRS.  A.  WEA\  ER,  S.C.M.,  A. R. San. I.  (to  June,  1937) 
Cert.  Midwife  (by  examination)  ;  Certificates,  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 

MISS  M.  BAIN,  S.C.M.,  R.S.C.N.  (from  July,  1937) 
Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Plealth  Visitors  and 

School  Nurses. 


Clerical  A  ssistant : 
MISS  A.  PLATT. 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  area  covered  by  the  Tyldesley  Urban  District  Council 
comprises  5,173  acres,  bounded  on  the  North  and  East  by  Bolton 
and  Worsley,  on  the  South  by  Irlam  and  Golborne,  and  on  the 
West  by  Atherton  and  Leigh. 

The  Education  Acts  are  administered  by  an  Area  Committee 
comprising  Tyldesley,  Atherton  and  Astley. 

The  township  is  divided  into  seven  Wards,  viz,:-— West, 
Shakerley,  North,  East,  South,  Astley  Green,  and  Blackmoor. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  mid 
year  1937  was  18,740  compared  with  18,850  for  1936. 

Tyldesley  is  situate  upon  a  mineral  strata  with  clay  and  sand 
subsoil,  the  highest  point  being  Mort  Lane,  and  is  218  feet  above 
sea  level. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Coal  Mining,  Cotton  Spinning,  and  Weaving  are  the  chief 
industries  of  the  township. 

Improvement  in  the  social  and  economic  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  during  the  past  year  is  continued.  Employment  in 
the  staple  industries,  operative  Spinning  has  been  maintained. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  grant  free 
milk,  dried  or  pasteurised,  to  necessitous  cases  according  to  an 
approved  scale  of  income.  The  cost  for  the  year  1937  was  £327, 
compared  with  £408  for  1936. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  supervises  the  work  of  the 
Department  generally,  and  personally  investigates  any  condition 
reported  to  him  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Health  Visitor  as 
being  injurious  to  health  or  likely  to  become  so. 

Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  when  it  is 
considered  advisable,  in  the  interest  of  the  health  of  the  patient 
and  to  safeguard  the  community. 
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HOUSING. 


Eighty  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  by  private 
enterprise,  and  eighty-nine  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Houses  built  since  1921  : — 


1921 

...  8 

1929 

...  71 

1922 

...  22 

1930 

...  19 

1923 

...  10 

1931 

. . .  70 

1924 

9 

1932 

...  78 

1925 

...  46 

1933 

...  15 

1926 

...  49 

1934 

162 

1927 

36 

1935 

...  66 

1928 

...  32 

1936 

172 

1937 

...  169 

Eight  Clearance  areas  were  submitted  to  the  Council 
comprising  92  houses  and  alter  Inquiry  held  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  were  confirmed 

Six  Demolition  Orders  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  were  also  made. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  Manchester  Corporation  from 
Thirlmere  and  is  soft,  continuous,  ample,  and  of  good  quality. 
Average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  is  approximately  18 
gallons.  Samples  for  bacteriological  purposes  have  not  been  taken 
by  this  Authority. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  the  Sewage  Works  situate  at 
Astley.  The  process  is  chemical  and  bacteriological,  the  effluent 
being  satisfactory  There  is  no  separate  system  for  surface  water. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  under  the  control  and 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  refuse  is  conveyed  to 
tips,  the  controlled  system  being  in  operation. 

Butchers’  and  fish  offal  is  collected  thrice  weekly  and  removed 
to  Bolton  by  motor  for  destruction. 

The  number  of  ashpits,  though  comparatively  few  is  decreasing 
and  I  hope  will  soon  be  entirely  eliminated  except  where  no  sewage 
system  is  available. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area — 5,173  acres. 

Population  (Estimated  by  Registrar  General,  mid-year 
1937)— 18,740. 

Population,  1931  Census — 19,432. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census,  1931) — 4,465. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  Estimated — 5,094 
Rateable  Value — ,C75,903. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — ^*285  net.  (Afjf0r Hafiiwda“Bnt) 
Number  of  New  Houses  Certified,  1937 — 169  ;  1936 — 172. 
General  Rate  in  the  £ — 13/6. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

1936  Live  Births,  Legitimate  249 

,,  Illegitimate  12 

1937  Live  Births,  Legitimate  249 

,,  Illegitimate  7 

1936  Still  Births . 19  . 

1937  „  16  . 

1936  Deaths . 213  .. 


Males 

Females 

Per  i.ooo  of 
Population 

129 

4 

120) 

8J 

261 

Rate  ...  13.8 

131 

4 

118) 

3) 

256 

Rate  ...  13.6 

.  12 

...  7 

Per  iooo  Total  Births. 

Rate  ...  67 

.  6 

...  10 

... 

Rate  ...  58 

Per  iooo  Population. 

Ill  ...  102  ...  Crude  Rate  11.2 

Adjusted  13.4 


1937  „  . . . 253  ...  123  ...  130  ...  Crude  Rate  13.5 

Adjusted  16.2 


Deaths  from  Puerpeial  Sepsis... 

1936 

nil 

1937 

nil 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

nil 

2 

Rate  per  i,ooo  total  (live  and  still)  births 

nil 

7.35 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

9 

17 

Legitimate  ... 

9 

17 

Illegitimate  ... 

•1  -  ml 

— 

Rate  per  i,ooo  births  ... 

34 

66 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

59 

58 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

29 

26 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

1 

1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

— 

3 

8 


Rate  of 


Crude  Phthisis  Deaths  under 

Birth- 

Death-  Death-  1  year  to  1,000 

rate 

rate  rate 

births 

1986  . 

13-8  . 

11-2  ......  0-68  . 

34 

1987  . . 

18-6  . 

13-5  .  0-53  . 

66 

Increase  or  Decrease 

• 

on  previous  year...- 

-0.2  . 

+  2-8  . —0-15  . 

+  32 

Increase  or  Decrease 

on  five  years’  average- 

-1*3  . 

•  •  • 

+  1-6  . —004  . 

+  6 

DEATHS. 

1936 

1937 

Registered  in  this  District 

. . . 

.  195 

196 

Belonging  to,  and  Registered  out  of  the  District  70 

93 

Less  Deaths  of  non-residents 

transferred  ...  52 

36 

Death-rate  per  thousand  Jiving 

.  11-2  ... 

18  5 

Infantile  Mortality  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births  84 

66 

Percentage  Death  Rate 

of  Infants 

—  Legitimate  3*6 

6-8 

>>  5> 

>  y 

— Illegitimate  00 

00 

CAUSES 

OF  DEATH. 

Causes  of  Death 

1936-37 

Causes  of  Death -cont. 

1936- 

■7 

All  Causes  . 

.  213 

253 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

3 

3 

Influenza  . 

3 

11 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

6 

4 

Cerebro-Spmal  Fever  ... 

0 

4 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3  10 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

0 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

3 

formation,  Premature  Birth 

6 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respirator 

/ 

Senility  . 

10 

6 

System  . 

13 

10 

Suicide  . 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

2 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

17  11 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

29 

26 

Other  Defined  Diseases . 

11  14 

Diabetes . 

7 

2 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

3 

Cerebral  Flaemorrbage  ... 

10 

26 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases... 

1 

0 

Heart  Disease . 

.  50 

42 

Ill-Defined  . 

3 

3 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

7 

15 

Diarrhoea . 

0 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

6 

14 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

.  17 

19 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

1 

Enceph:  Lethargica  . 

0 

2 

Syphilis  . 

0 

0 

G.P.I.,  tabes,  etc . 

0 

1 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  yr. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0 

0 

T  ot  ctl  •••  •••  ••• 

9  17 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

0 

2 

Illegitimate . 

0 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

0 

1 
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The  births  registered  in  and  belonging  to  the  district  num¬ 
ber  256,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  13  6,  as  compared  with  13'8  for 

1936,  and  a  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  14*9  Of  the  256 

births  135  were  males  and  121  females,  four  males  and  three  fe¬ 
males  being  illegitimate. 

The  births  in  each  Ward  are  as  follows: — 

Astley  Black- 

West  Shakerley  North  East  South  Green  moor 

1936  ...  37  ...  37  ...  29  ...  59  ...  43  22  ...  34 

1937  .  35  ...  33  ...  28  ...  53  ...  63  ...  19  ...  35 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  INFANTILE 

MORTALITY  RATE. 

Maternal  Rate  of 
Mortality.  Deaths  un- 
Rate.  der  1  year. 

per  x,ooo  per  i.ooo  (live  per  i.ooo 

live  births  and  still]  births  live  births 


Mean  of  5  years,  1932-6  ... 

0-77 

0*74 

60 

„  1986  . 

Nil 

Nil 

34 

,,  1987  . 

7*81 

7-35 

66 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1987 — 

Five  years’  average,  1932-6 

-h  7  04 

...  +6-61 

+  6 

Previous  year  . 

+  7-81 

...  +785 

...  +82 

CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  Heart  Disease,  Cerebral  condi¬ 
tions,  Cancer  and  Pneumonia 

The  Infantile  Mortality  late  has  shown  a  marked  increase, 
the  rate  of  all  infants  under  1  year  being  66  per  1,000  compared 
with  58  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 

I  regret  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
with  a  decreasing  population,  especially  in  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  though  it  is  remarkable  none  occurred  among  illegitimate 
children  The  Biith  Rate  has  slightly  decreased.  The  number  of 
Stillbirths  has  slightly  increased.  Each  case  was  fully  Investigated 
but  no  untoward  conditions  could  be  detected. 
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Attendance  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  of  all  pregnant  women 
receiving  Public  Assistance  or  help  through  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  should  be  compulsory. 

Local  facilities  should  be  provided  for  maternity  cases  avail¬ 
able  where  the  housing  conditions  are  unsatisfactory. 

NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

General.— One  nurse  is  provided  by  the  Tyldesley  District 
Nursing  Association  and  the  Astley  District  Nursing  Association, 
but  not  for  infectious  cases.  The  Council  do  not  subscribe  to  these 
institutions. 

infectious  Diseases.— Advice  given  and  pamphlets  distributed 
by  the  Health  Visitor  to  parents  of  children  under  school  age. 

No  provision  for  nursing  non-  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
is  provided — which  is  a  serious  defect. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act  for 
such  facilities  and  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

MIDWIVES 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  is  the  supervising  authority 
for  the  5  midwives  practising  in  the  district,  3  of  whom  are  County 
Midwives. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

The  Authority  subscribes  to  the  following  hospitals,  and  a  cot 
is  maintained  at  the  Royal  Children’s  Hospital,  Manchester : — 

Royal  Childien’s  Hospital,  Manchester. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Royal  Eye  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester. 

Skin  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Salford. 

St.  John’s  Ear  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Bolton  Infirmary. 

Leigh  Infirmary. 
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Fever. — Notifiable  infectious  cases  requiring  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  (except  tuberculosis)  are  sent  to  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital 
at  Astley,  controlled  by  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  on  which  this 
Authority  is  represented.  There  are  128  beds  for  the  treatment  of 
these  cases,  except  for  Smallpox  which  is  provided  for  in  an  annexe 
of  32  beds. 


'ihe  population  for  which  these  facilities  are  provided  is 
considerably  over  100,000  Increased  facilities  are  being  provided 
and  will  be  available  in  the  coming  year. 

Tuberculosis. — The  treatment  of  this  is  under  the  control  of 
the  County  Council  the  centres  being  at  Leigh  and  Eccles. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortalitv 

j 

Com  tuberculosis  in  anj^  particular  occupation  in  the  district. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. — No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  Regulations  relating  to 
tubercular  employees  in  the  milk  trade  under  Articles  3,  5,  6  and  7, 
none  being  necessary. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.— No  action  has  been  taken  under 
Section  62  of  this  Act. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  came  into  force  on  October  1st, 
1937  which  will  give  increased  powers  to  Local  Authorities. 

Children. — Children  of  school  age  are  dealt  with  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  and  from 
birth  to  school  age  at  the  Clinics  held  at  the  Technical  School, 
Tyldesley,  and  the  Independent  Methodist  Church,  Astley,  controlled 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

Hospital  Cases  in  both  instances  are  sent  to  the  Manchester 
Children's  Hospital  and  the  Royal  Infirmary.  Manchester;  and  for 
orthopaedic  tieatment  to  the  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — Infectious  cases  are  removed  free  by 
motor  ambulance  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board.  For  non-infectious 
cases  and  accident  cases  a  motor  ambulance  is  provided  free  by  the 
Council  for  removal  to  Leigh,  Wigan,  Manchester,  and  Bolton 
Infirmaries.  A  motor  ambulance  is  also  provided  by  the  Manchester 
Collieries,  Ltd.,  for  removal  of  accident  cases  to  hospital. 

A  Novox  apparatus  has  been  provided  and  kept  at  the  Fire 
Station  for  the  use  of  works  and  medical  practioners  in  the  area. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 


Dr.  W.  E.  Cooke,  Wigan  Infirmary,  is  the  consulting 
Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist  to  the  Council.  105  throat  swabs 
12  sputum  and  1  Widal  have  been  examined  and  reported  upon,  a 
decrease  on  the  previous  year. 

This  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  town. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal 
Pyrexia)  Regulations,  1926,  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  tfhe 
Pathologist  to  vbit  the  home  of  the  patient  for  consultation  at  the 
request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner,  with  the  approval  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  This  has  been  extended  to  include  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  and  certain  other  infectious  diseases  except  Tuberculosis, 
which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Lanca¬ 
shire  County  Council. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  C  hild  Welfare  is  a  Joint  Committee  con¬ 
stituted  of  Members  cf  the  Council  and  co-opted  Lady  Members 
nominated  by  the  Council. 

There  is  also  a  Voluntary  Committee  of  Ladies  nominated 
by  various  organisations  in  the  district  who  give  their  services  and 
attend  by  rota  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  held  at 
the  Technical  School,  1  yldesley,  Thursdays  from  2  to  4  p.m.,  and 
Astley,  Tuesdays  from  2  to  3-30  p.m.,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Health  Visitor. 

The  Centres  continue  to  be  well  supported  and  appreciated. 

The  premises  at  piesent  used  for  the  sessions  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Tyldesley  are  unsatisfactory  and  in  view 
of  the  large  attendances  are  overcrowded  :  a  serious  menace  to  the 
health  of  the  children  during  the  prevalence  of  epedemicsof  infectious 
diseases,  and  I  suggest  that  the  Committee  should  provide  more  up- 
to-date  premises  as  early  as  possible. 

Treatment. — Various  arrangements  have  been  entered  into 
between  the  County  Council  and  the  Local  Authority  as  follows: — 

Dental  Treatment. — Children  and  expectant  mothers, 

Orthopaedic. — Cases  with  treatment  at  Biddulph  Grange 
Hospital  where  considered  necessary  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. — Cases  are  refetred  to  the  School 
Clinic  and  operative  treatment  arranged  for  where  advisable. 

This  is  also  applicable  to  diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat. 
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Eye  Diseases  and  Treatment  of  Defective  Vision. —  I  he 
School  Clinic  refers  suitable  cases  to  Hospital  and  glasses  are  pro¬ 
vided  free  in  necessitous  cases  and  at  an  agreed  charge  according  to 
circumstances. 

Adequate  facilities  are  also  provided  for  cases  requiring 
Sunlight  Treatment,  and  have  proved  beneficial,  especially  in  cases 
of  rickets  and  general  debility. 

Minor  ailments  are  treated  and  advice  given  free  at  the 
Clinics  to  children  under  school  age  where  the  circumstances  of  the 
parents  preclude  ability  to  pay  for  medical  advice.  Other  cases  are 
referred  to  their  own  Medical  Attendant.  A  list  of  cases  treated  is 
included  in  t  he  report. 

Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  between  the  local 
Medical  Pi  act  itioners  and  the  Committee  at  a  fixed  fee  for  minor 
surgical  cases  requiring  operative  treatment. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (T.T.)  Milk  and  Pasteurised  Milk  is 
supplied  in  sealed  containers,  and  various  dried  milk  preparations  are 
provided  free  to  necessitous  cases,  according  to  a  scale  of  income 
fixed  by  the  Committee,  to  children  and  expectant  mothers  from 
commencement  of  pregnancy,  on  condition  that  such  cases  shall 
attend  the  Clinic  regularly.  Wheie  the  means  allow,  the  various 
preparations  are  sold  at  approximate  cost  price. 

Assistance  is  provided  from  a  voluntary  fund  towards  travelling 
expenses  and  surgical  appliances  in  cases  referred  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  hospitals  or  institutions. 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

Improvements  in  the  sanitary  atrangements  of  the  schools 
continue  but  I  regret  t hat  privy  closets  still  exist,  and  are  unsatis¬ 
factory  in  many  cases. 

Cloakroom  facilities  have  slightly  improved  owing  to  less 
overcrowding.  Drying  arrangements  and  lighting  still  leave  much 
to  be  desired,  whilst  the  cleanliness  of  schools  has  slightly  improved. 
The  method  of  supply  of  drinking  water  is,  in  the  majority  of  schools, 
out  of  date,  unhygienic  and  possibly  a  source  of  infection  and 
contamination.  Recommendations  made  have  not  yet  been  adopted 
by  the  School  Authorities. 

Milk  is  supplied  to  school  children  free  in  necessitous  cases 
and  otherwise  at  an  approved  small  charge  by  arrangement  with 
the  Milk  Marketing  Board.  This,  I  am  of  opinion,  is  of  great  value 
to  the  health  and  physique  of  the  children.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
recommend  that  only  pastuerised  milk  should  be  supplied  and  this 
recommendation  has  been  generally  adopted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


The  County  Council  is  the  authority  under  the  food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  and  it  will  be  observed  in  the  8  mitary  Inspector’s  Report  that 
all  the  samples  except  one  examined  were  genuine. 

There  are  36  cowkeepers  and  12  registered  milk  shops  in 
the  district. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  method  of  distribution  of  milk  is  improving,  the  supply 
of  milk  in  sealed  bottles  is  increasing. 

A  large  quantity  of  sterilised  milk  is  consumed  and  is 
supplied  in  sealed  containers. 

Milk  is  the  staple  and  neccessary  food  for  children  and  is 
the  only  food  which  contains  everything  essential  to  life.  A  clean, 
pure  milk  supply  is  a  prime  neceessity  for  the  maintenance  of  health 
of  the  children — the  adults  of  the  future. 

The  only  satisfactory  method  of  ensuring  such  is  one  under 
the  direct  control  of  and  provided  by  the  authority.  All  milk 
supplied  should  be  from  animals  which  have  passed  the  tuberculin 
test,  and  where  this  is  not  at  present  practicable,  the  milk  should  be 
pastuerised,  and  ail  milk  sold  should  be  sealed,  in  destructable 
containers  and  dated:  I  am  strongly  convinced  of  the  neceessity  of 
this  much  needed  improvement. 

Sterilised  milk  is  not  recommended  for  children  on  account 
of  lack  of  guarantee  of  age  and  destruction  of  certain  life-maintaining 
properties  in  the  process. 

According  to  Government  Report  40%  of  herds  are  affected 
with  tuberculosis. 

The  appointment  of  a  vetinary  Officer  to  assist  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector  has  proved  a  valuable 
asset  to  the  township  in  the  detection  of  tubercular  animals,  and 
periodic  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  animals  is  made. 

More  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken,  72  being  examined 
for  tuberculosis,  and  7  being  found  to  be  infected,  compared  with 
68  taken  last  year,  8  being  infected.  The  animals  affected  have 
been  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

MEAT. 

All  meat  slaughtered  in  the  district  is  inspected  and  strict 
observation  is  kept  on  all  premises;  the  meat  stalls  in  the  open 
market  are  inspected  regularly.  The  slaughter-houses  are  gener¬ 
ally  well  conducted  and  the  regulations  enforced.  Sunday  killing 


which  I  strongly  disapprove,  though  not  illegal,  except  under 
the  Sunday  Observance  Act,  is  not  neccessary,  and  is  confined  to 
a  small  minority  of  the  butchers  in  the  township. 

The  Council  has  prohibited  Sunday  killing  and  has  attached 
this  condition  to  the  Licence,  this  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
Master  Butchers’  Association. 

1  he  general  quality  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  shops  is  good. 
The  majority  of  retail  shops  possess  refrigerators,  and  the  premises 
are  kept  satisfactorily.  There  is  difficulty  in  the  supervision  of 
the  meat  sold  in  the  township  by  hawkers  from  surrounding 
districts,  but  such  hawkers  are  carefully  watched.  I  regret  the 
Authority  do  not  possess  powers  of  control  in  this  direction. 
Inspection  of  carcases  would  be  facilitated  and  a  saving  of  time 
affected  by  the  provision  of  a  Public  Abattoir. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

SMALLPOX. 

No  case  occured  in  the  area. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Thirty-three  cases  occured  during  the  year,  a  marked  decrease 
for  the  past  three  years,  the  incidence  being  general  and  appears  to 
be  more  prevalent  in  damp  weather.  All  the  cases  were  of  a  mild 
type. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty-one  cases  notified  twenty  of  which  were  removed  to 
the  Sanatorium,  though  this  district  did  not  appear  to  suffer  so  much 
as  adjoining  townships  and  the  type  was  not  so  virulent,  whilst  the 
cases  were  evenly  distributed.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  though 
serious  epidemics  occurred  in  the  surrounding  districts,  this  area 
escaped. 

I  regret  three  deaths  occurred. 

A  comprehensive  joint  scheme  of  immunisation  is  the  only 
solution  of  eventually  decreasing  this  disease  with  its  far  reaching 
and  often  permanent  effects  and  this  has  been  approved  by  the 
Council  which  it  is  hoped  to  put  shortly  into  effect, 

An  adequate  supply  of  serum  is  provided  and  available  to  all 
medical  practitioners  in  the  area.  Swabs  are  supplied  to  all  prac¬ 
titioners,  and  adequate  facilities  for  their  examination  and  report 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  practitioner  in  charge  of 
the  case  are  provided,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  Authority. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER 
No  cases  occurred  in  the  area. 

PNEUMONIA  (ACUTE  PRIMARY,  AND  ACUTE 

INFLUENZAL). 

Thirty-five  cases  were  notified,  and  19  deaths  from  all  forms 
of  pneumonia  occurred,  compared  with  30  and  17  respectively  for 

1936. 


The  number  of  cases  notified  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
has  slightly  increased  in  number,  and  there  were  few  cases  of  Acute 
Influenzal  Pneumonia.  Its  incidence  is  general  and  is  not  confined 
to  one  class  of  the  community.  Hospital  accommodation  should  be 
provided  for  these  cases. 

MEASLES. 

Not  notifiable  during  the  year, 

CHICKEN  POX. 

Not  notifiable  during  the  year. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PYREXIA. 

One  case  occurred  in  the  area  and  recovered.  Two  deaths 
occurred  in  hospital  of  cases  from  this  area,  and  in  each  case  there 
were  contributory  causes. 

GENERAL. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed  to 
the  Sanatorium  from  this  area  during  the  year  was  51  compared 
with  110  for  the  preceding  year,  and  the  average  period  of  stay  in 
the  Sanatorium  was  35  4  days,  compared  with  3332  days  in  1936. 

Three  deaths  from  Diphtheria  occurred,  all  in  the 
Sanitorium,  and  being  of  a  virulent  type. 

During  the  year  health  posters  were  distributed  throughout 
the  town,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  leaflets  and  booklets  provided 
by  the  Health  and  Cleanliness  Council  for  distribution  to  the 
schools  in  the  area.  Leaflets  were  also  distributed  to  the  houses. 

I  recommend  the  Council  to  subscribe  to  this  very  instructive 
body.  The  literature  supplied  has  been  very  informative  to  the 
mothers  attending  the  Clinics 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

{  f  * 

Twenty-four  notifications  were  received,  14  pulmonary  and 
10  non-pulmonary,  compared  with  26  in  1936.  12  deaths  were 

registered,  10  pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary,  a  decrease 
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for  the  year.  Disinfection  of  infected  premises  was  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Lancashire  County  Connell  arrange  lor  the  examination 
and  institutional  treatment,  also  the  after-care  of  these  patients. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

These  are  dealt  with  by  a  Rivers’  Board. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  IN  FORCE. 

Towns  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847. 

Cemetery  Regulations  and  Scale  of  Charges. 

Standing  Orders  for  the  Regulation  of  Meetings. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Nuisances. 

Whirligigs,  Shooting  Galleries,  etc. 

Pleasure  Grounds. 

Common  Lodging-Houses 
Slaughter-Houses. 

Hackney  Carriages. 

Omnibuses. 

Gas  Supply. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Library  Regulations. 

Water  Supply. 

Museum  Regulations. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts,  1874. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Parts  1  , 

II,  III  and  IV. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892 
Public  Libraries  Acts,  1892  and  1893. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  Parts  II., 

III, .  IV.,  V.,  VI..  VII,  IX,  and  Sec.  95  of  Part 
X  ,  excepting  Sec.  48  of  Part  III,  and  Sec.  61 
of  Part  IV. 

Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  -  Pulm  onary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 
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— 
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— 
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5—10  .... 

1 

— 
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— 

— 

— 
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— 
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— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 
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10 

4 

2 

8 

4 

6 

1 

1 

14 

10 

10 

2 
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*Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 


TOTAL . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

Erysipelas . 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever... 

Acute  Influenzal  and 

Primary  Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum.. 

4 

Diphtheria . . . 

Scarlet  Fever. . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— Shewing  age  periods,  removals  to  Hospital,  Deaths  and  Classification  in  Wards 


BIRTHS  ANI)  DEATHS  during  1937  and  previous  years 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death- 
rates,  and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases 

in  the  year  1937. 

England  and  Wales,  London,  125  Great  Towns  and  148  Smaller 

Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  W  eekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


England 

and 

Wales 

125  Country 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  at  1931 
Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

Births— 

Live  . 

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still  . 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  . 

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

Typhoid  and  | 

Paratyphoid  fevers/ . 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles . 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  fever  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria . 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza  . 

0.45 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence  . 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

Notifications — 

Smallpox  . 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  fever  . 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria  . 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Enteric  fever  . 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas  . 

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia . 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

1.18 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  .... 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea] 

and  Enteritis  under  l 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

2  years  of  age.  J 

Maternal  Mortality— 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

0.97] 

Others . 

2.26  \ 

Not  available 

Total  . 

3.23) 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Birlhs  i.e.  Live  &  Stifl 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

0.94] 

Others . 

2.17  l 

Not  available 

Total  . 

3.11  J 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  fever  \ 

/  4.15 

Puerperal  pyrexia  )  . 

13.93 

17.59 

11.52 

114.34 

MINOR  AILMENTS  — CASES  TREATED  AT  THE  CLINICS 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1987. 


Disease  or  Defect.  No.  of  Cases 

Aphthae  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Colic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Conjunctivitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Constipation...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dentition  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Diarrhoea  ..  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  10 

Dyspepsia  and  Flatulence  ..  ...  ...  ...  18 

Ervthema  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Eczema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

General  Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Improper  Feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Otorrhea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

/ 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Seborrhea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tongue  Tie  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Umbilical  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Vermes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Total  ...  178 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Brentnall,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.,  M.C.O.G.,  Assist¬ 
ant  Physician,  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  is  the  Ante-Natal 
Consultant. 

-Monthly  sessions  are  held  in  the  Technical  School,  Tyldesley, 
on  the  Second  Friday  in  each  month  at  8  p.m. 

Medical  Practitioners  and  Midwives  are  invited  to  attend 
and  to  submit  cases  for  advice  and  treatment  where  neccessary. 
The  Clinic  continues  to  be  well  patronised  by  expectant  mothers  and 
well  supported  by  practically  all  the  midwives  practising  in  the  area, 
especially  by  the  County  Midwives  :  see  page  35  of  Report. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Authority  for  abnor¬ 
mal  or  other  cases  requiring  institutional  treatment  to  be  admitted 
to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  under  the  supervision,  where 
possible,  of  the  Ante-Natal  Consultant. 

On  account  of  the  increased  attendance  at  the  Clinic, 
additional  facilities  will  require  to  be  provided  and  arrangements 
made  to  cope  satisfactorily  with  the  work,  and  I  recommend  the 
Committee  to  seriously  consider  the  proposals  with  a  view  to 
remedying  these  defects,  an  opinion  with  which  Dr.  Brentnall  agrees. 

The  provision  of  a  Post-Natal  Clinic  is  urgently  advisable. 

T.  E.  FLITCROFT, 

Medical  Officer, 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gkntlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  'Tenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 


1937. 


In  so  doing  may  I  thank  you  for  the  kindly  considera¬ 
tion  you  have  given  the  various  reports  and  suggestions  I 
have  made  during  the  year,  many  of  which  have  been  adopted. 

As  far  as  possible  by  letter  and  interview  the  work  is 
carried  out  without  resort  to  legal  proceedings,  and  this 
method  has  been  successful. 

d'he  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  work  done  : 


Number  of  premises  visited 


1087 

637 

558 

228 

76 


defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ... 
defects  or  nuisances  abated 
informal  notices  served 
formal  notices  served 
houses  inspected  under  Housing- 


Acts  . 

houses  disinfected  ... 
school  notices  sent  ... 


583 

106 

96 


Summary  of  nuisances  abated  : 


Defective  or  choked  W.C.s 
Defective  or  choked  drains 
Defective  house  floors 

Defective  eavesgutters  or  rainwater  pipes 
Defective  roofs 

Defective  interior  walls  of  houses 
Defective  exterior  walls  of  houses 
Defective  house  ceilings  ... 

Defective  house  windows... 

Miscellaneous  . 


25 

11 

89 

41 

40 

50 
70 

51 
57 
85 
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Closet  Accommodation.-  The  present  accommodation 
is  as  follows  : — 


Fresh  water  closets 

...  4007 

Pail  closets  ... 

18 

Waste  water  closets 

...  547 

Privy  closets 

...  642 

Dry  ashpits . 

...  151 

Wet  ashpits... 

...  304 

Moveable  bins 

4299 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


There  are  five  registered  and  four  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district,  and  an  endeavour  is  made  to  examine 
all  animals  immediately  after  slaughter.  Shops,  making  up 
places,  stalls  on  the  market  and  vans  are  also  inspected,  the 
particulars  being  : — 


Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  412 

beasts  inspected  ...  766 

pigs  .  247 

calves  ...  ...  ...  16 

sheep .  665 

Tuberculous  carcases  and  parts  condemned,  7,154  lbs. 
Other  meat,  1,095  lbs 


>  5 


Bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  being  visited  regularly 
are  kept  clean  and  limewashed 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


There  are  36  farms  having  dairy  cattle,  and  12  regis¬ 
tered  milk  shops,  these  being  inspected  regularly. 

One  licence  for  distribution  of  “  Tuberculin  Tested" 
Milk  lias  been  granted. 

'Three  licences  for  distribution  of  “Accredited  ”  Milk 
have  been  granted. 

Two  licences  for  distribution  of  Pasteurized  Milk  have 
been  granted. 


There  are  in  this  district  two  farms  producing  “  Tuber¬ 
culin  'Tested  ”  milk  and  six  farms  producing  “Accredited  ” 
milk  'The  licences  for  these  farms  are  granted  by  the  County 
Council. 


Whilst  the  distribution  of  milk  in  bottles  is  on  the 
increase  a  section  of  the  public  still  demand  the  milk  to  be 
served  from  a  large  can  and  measured  into  a  jug  with  the 
result  that  a  number  of  farmers  are  producing  Accredited 
Milk,  but  are  not  bottling  it.  To  sacrifice  a  clean  supply  for 
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the  sake  of  a  “  long  arm  ”  measure  is  doubtful  economics, 
and  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  people  demanding  such 
methods.  All  milk  should  be  bottled  on  the  farm  before 

distribution 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  County  Council  take  all  samples  under  the  Acts, 
and  Superintendent  J.  McHardy  has  very  kindly  supplied  the 
following  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  district.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  all  samples  except  one  were 
genuine,  which  reflects  credit  upon  the  retailers  :  — 


Milk . 

Barley 
Pepper 
Flour,  S.R. 

Tapioca 

Cheese 

Lard . 

Flour 

Tea 

Cornflour 

Sugar...  . 

Dessicated  Cocoanut 
Epsom  Salts 
Flowers  of  Sulphur 
Ground  Ginger 
Glycerine 
Glauber  Sails 
Jelly  ... 

Jam . 

Paregoric  . 

Strong  tincture  of  Iodine 
Vinegar  . 


41 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
i 

l 

i 

i 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 


67 

One  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  fat  and  the  case  was 
dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two  tripe  and  one  gut  scraping  works  in  the 
area,  and  these  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

Seventeen  observations  were  taken,  and  offending  firms 
notified. 

This  Council  is  represented  on  the  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  table  on  page  20  states  the  number,  kind,  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  infectious  disease  throughout  the  year. 

DISINFECTION. 

As  no  steam  disinfector  is  available  the  bedding  has  to 
be  fumigated  along  with  the  infected  room  or  houses.  106 
houses  were  disinfected  as  follows,  compared  with  152  for 
1 936 : 


Scarlet  Fever  , ..  ...  ...  31 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  .  22 

'Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  17 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  25 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  4 

Para  Typhoid  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  1 


A  fumigation  chamber  is  in  use  for  disinfection  of 
clothing.  A  steam  disinfector  is  a  necessity  to  adequately 
disinfect  clothes  and  bedding. 

25  houses  have  been  disinfested,  19  being  Council 
houses  and  6  other  houses. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  —  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  583 

(b)  Num ber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1018 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  197 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  92 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers...  ...  ...  53 
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3. — Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year: _ 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Acts,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  . nil 

(2)  Number  of  d welling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  no¬ 
tices 

(a)  By  owners  . nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners . nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requbing 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  — 

(a)  By  owners  . 29 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners . nil 

0.  —  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Acts,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  nil 

D.— Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 

or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  nil 

L — Housing  Act,  1936 — -Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : 

A. — (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  129 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  165 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  999^ 

B.  — Number  of  newcases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  year  nil 

C.  — -(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  year  96 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  ....  636 

29 


During  the  year  eight  clearance  areas  comprising  92 
houses  were  scheduled. 

Twenty  areas  comprising  99  houses  were  demolished, 
and  89  houses  built  to  house  displaced  tenants. 

Sixty-six  families  comprising  255  persons  were  removed 
from  condemned  houses  and  re-housed  on  the  housing  site  at 
Astley,  when  necessary.  The  furniture  was  treated  in  the 
removal  van  with  H.C.N.  gas,  whilst  the  persons  were  given 
a  bath  and  their  clothes  passed  through  a  portable  steam 
disinfector.  Unfortunately,  the  houses  condemned  were 

not  gassed  before  demolition,  a  serious  defect  in  the  system 
of  del  on  sing. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  one  of  these  in  the  area,  which  is  kept  in  good 
condition. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 
INSPECTIONS. 


|  Premises 

No.  of  Inspections 

No.  of  Defects. 

Factories 

7 

9 

Workshops 

36 

- — 

Workplaces 

16 

*?> 

— 

RECUSE  COLLECTION. 


During  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1937,  approximately 
5,040  tons  of  refuse  were  removed  at  a  cost  of  £2,175  9s.  5d. 
which  works  out  as  follows  :  — 


£  s.  d. 

Cost  per  ton  ...  ...  ...  8  7'5 

,,  ,,  1000  population  per  year  115  7  6 

,,  ,,  person  per  year  ...  2  3  69 

,,  ,,  house  per  year...  ..  8  9.3 


30 


41  ashbins  have  been  substituted  for  ashpits,  the 
owners  of  the  properties  concerned  undertaking  to  dismantle 
the  ashpits,  an  improvement  both  from  a  hygienic  and  cost 
point  of  view  which  is  now  being  felt 

Owing  chiefly  to  the  increased  number  of  houses,  the 
work  of  collection  has  grown  too  much  for  the  two  motor- 
vehicles  owned  by  the  Council,  and  another  vehicle  was 
purchased  during  1937. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  fish  and  butchers’  offal 
cost  £64  14s.  2d. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse,  viz.  :  5,040  tons,  has  been 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  except  the  wet  refuse, 
which  was  disposed  of  to  farmers,  at  a  cost  of  £575  14s  9d 
Thus  the  following  figures: 


• 

X  s. 

0. 

Cost 

per 

ton  ...  ...  . 

9 

•mJ 

34 

5i 

5  1 

1.000  population  per  year 

30  8 

4 

1  5 

( 

person  per  year  . 

7  3 

55 

house  per  year . 

2 

38 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently,  * 

G.  YATES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  VETERINARY  OFFICER 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  ami  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1937,  59  inspections  of  farms  were 

made. 

The  condition  of  the  dairy  cattle  was  fairly  satisfactory, 
improvement  being  shown  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  milking 
cows. 

Seven  hundred  and  sixty  three  inspections  of  dairy 
cattle  were  made,  and  action  taken  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  of  1925  in  20  cases. 

Ten  control  samples  of  milk  were  taken  with  one 
positive  result  Following  up  samples  were  obtained  and 
appropriate  action  taken. 


Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  HOLT, 

Veterinary  Officer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 

«/ 

Welfare  Committee. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937  5 
on  the  births,  deaths,  and  health  of  infants  and  young  children  up 
to  five  years  of  age. 

Births. — 271  births,  139  males  and  132  females,  were  notified 
under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  199  being  notified  by  midwives, 
8  by  medical  practitioners,  and  69  by  medical  superintendents  of 
institutions  and  hospitals. 


Prematuie  Births 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 


1936  1937 

12  ...  4 

10  ...  2 

17  ...  16 


The  Births  were  distributed  in  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 


West  Shakerley  North 

1936  ...  48  ...  42  ...  30 

1937  ...  38  ...  37  ...  21 


Astley  Black- 
East  South  Green  moor 

62  ...  49  ...  24  ...  39 

66  ...  51  ...  25  ...  88 


The  number  of  visits  paid  was  as  follows  : — 

1936 

Visits  to  infants  under  one  year .  1,601 

,,  ,,  children  1  to  5  years .  1,953 

,,  ,,  expectant  mothers  .  71 


1937 

1,176 

1,986 

20 


3,625  ...  3,182 


Deaths. — There  w?ere  17  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  births  of  66  compared  with  84  for 
1986.  These  were  distributed  in  the  Wards  as  follows: — 

Astley  Black- 

West  Shakerley  North  East  South  Green  moor 

1936  ...  2  ...  2  ...  1  ...  2  ...  0  ...  0  ...  2 

1037  ...  1  ...  2  ...  1  ...  7  ...  4  ...  1  ...  1 
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The  causes  of  death  and  the  ages  are  as  follows : — 


|  Number 

Cause  of  Death. 

Age  at  Death. 

2 

Broncho- Pneumonia 

4  months  ;  6  months 

2 

Bronchitis . 

3  weeks  ;  8  months 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis  . 

2  months 

1 

Convulsions,  Broncho- 

Pneumonia&  Whooping 
Cough  . 

3  months 

4 

Premature  Birth 

5  mins.  ;  3  hrs.  ;  10  hrs.  ; 

1  week 

1 

Congenital  Valvular  Dis¬ 
ease  of  the  Heart... 

1  hour 

1 

Congenital  Pulmonary 

Stenosis . 

2  hours 

1 

Spina  Bifida  . 

1  month 

1 

Atelectasis  . 

1  month 

1 

Convulsions  &  Enteritis 

1  week 

1 

Bronchitis  &  Malnutrition 

3  months 

1 

Malnutrition  . 

15  minutes 

Deaths,  1  to  5  years  :  9.  Causes — Broncho  Pneumonia  in  two 
cases  (aged  2  years  and  8  years);  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  (aged  18 
months) ;  Infantile  Convulsions  and  Bronchitis  (aged  2  years)  ;  Cere¬ 
bro-Spinal  Fever  (aged  2  years)  ;  Toxaemia,  Cardiac  Failure  and 
Broncho  Pneumonia  (aged  2  years)  ;  Peritonitis  and  Appendicitis 
(aged  3  years)  ;  Pneumococcal  Meningitis  and  Broncho  Pneumonia 
(aged  3  years)  ;  Broncho  Pneumonia  and  Enteritis  (aged  1  year). 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


Death  rate  per 


1933 

Deaths. 

.  16 

1,000  births. 

62 

1934 

.  16 

.  56 

1935 

.  25 

.  90 

1936 

.  9 

......  34 

1937 

.  17 

60 

Infants  and  young  children  were  treated  for  the  following 
diseases  at  the  hospitals  named  below — Opthalmia  Neonatorum, 
Rickets,  General  Debility,  Ear  Diseases,  Enteritis,  Circumcision, : 

Children’s  H  ospital,  Manchester. 

Gartside  Street  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Royal  Eye  Hospital,  Manchester.  , , 

The  Skin  Hospital,  Manchester. 

Union  Infirmary,  Leigh. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Tyldesley  Centre  1986 

Weekly 

Meetings 

42 

Average 

Attendance 

83.2 

1937 

•  •  • 

41 

74.3 

Astley  Centre  1936 

•  •  • 

45 

34.4 

1937 

47 

32.8 

The  decrease,  as  noted  previously,  being  probably  due  to 
severe  climatic  conditions. 

The  meetings  were  held  at  Tyldesley  on  Thursday  from  2  p  m. 
to  4  p  m.,  Astley  on  Tuesday,  2  p.m.  to  8-30  p.m.,  and  a  garment 
knitting  and  sewing  class  for  the  making  of  infant  garments  was 
held  weekly.  These  were  sold  at  cost  price  to  the  parents  attending 
the  Centres,  and  were  much  appreciated. 

Sunlight  treatment  was  given  to  ten  children,  with  251  atten¬ 
dances,  with  beneficial  results,  chiefly  for  rickets,  marasmus  and 
general  debility. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic —Twelve  sessions  of  this  clinic  were 
held  during  the  year.  77  expectant  mothers  attended  with  an  average 
attendance  of  16.5  per  session.  The  help  and  interest  given  by  the 
midwives  in  this  connection  have  been  greatly  appreciated. 

See  note  under  ante-natal  clinic,  page  24,  re-accomodation 
arrangements. 

Free  milk,  dried  or  liquid  pastuerised  in  sealed  containers, 
and  various  milk  preparations  are  granted  in  neccessitous  cases  to 
children  and  expectant  mothers,  according  to  a  scale  fixed  by  the 
Council. 

The  number  of  cases  were  as  follows : — 

121  Children. 

19  Expectant  Mothers 

All  complaints  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
homes  are  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Two  trips  for  the  mothers  were  arranged  to  Southport  and 
Blackpool  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  Clinics,  and 
much  appreciated. 

Very  helpful  assistance  to  the  staff  has  been  rendered  by 
the  co-opted  lady  members  and  voluntary  workers  of  the  maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  has  been  much  appreciated  by 
the  mothers  attending. 

Mrs.  A.  Weaver  resigned  on  superannuation,  June  30th,  1937. 

I  remain, 

Yonrs  obediently, 

MARY  BAIN, 
Health  Visitor. 
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The  following  particulars  of  the  Rainfall  have  kindly 
been  supplied  by  Mr,  F.  PEEL,  the  Gas  and 

Water  Engineer: — 


Rainfall  per  month  in 
Inches 

No.  of  Days 
on  which 
Rain  fell. 

Greatest  Fall  in  24  hours 
in  Inches. 

January 

2.98 

18 

5th  January 

.90 

February 

5.99 

24 

27th  February 

.62 

March 

1.41 

14 

17th  March 

.22 

April 

2.87 

15 

10th  April 

.45 

May 

2.71 

12 

11th  May 

.6 

June 

1.22 

9 

30th  June 

.35 

July 

2.16 

11 

9th  July 

.76 

August 

4.35 

12 

13th  August 

1.25 

September 

1.47 

15 

12th  September 

-.39 

October 

2.68 

10 

27th  October 

.52 

November 

2.09 

8 

30th  November 

.65 

December 

2.54 

16 

5th  December 

.61 

Total  for  year 

164 

1937 

32.47 

86 
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